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‘WHY NOT IN THE U.S. AND CANADA?’ 
North Americans call for cooperation with Cuba in 
#SavingLives Campaign

The U.S.-Cuba-Canada Collaboration to Fight Covid-19 announced today more than two 
hundred medical professionals, academics, elected officials and concerned multi-country 
residents endorsed a statement calling for medical, clinical and scientific collaboration with 
Cuba, incorporating Cuba’s Interferon Alfa 2B Recombinant in clinical trials and ending 
the attempts to stop other countries from accepting Cuban medical assistance and mea-
sures preventing Cuba from importing medical equipment and medicines.

In this moment, when the planet is facing a pandemic and the lives of human beings are 
at risk, solidarity and collaboration are essential. No source of life saving expertise can be 
sidelined in the fight against this new disease

Dr. Michael Osterholm, Director of the Center for Infectious Disease Research and Poli-
cy at the University of Minnesota and one of the country’s most respected health experts 
supports including Cuba’s Interferon Alpha 2B in trials. He said: “I hope that ALL possible 
drugs are rapidly and comprehensively evaluated without regard to country of origin.”

Medical collaboration between entities in the United States and Cuba have precedents. The 
recent PBS Nova program Cuba’s Cancer Hope outlines Cuba’s partnership with Roswell 
Park Comprehensive Cancer Center for an FDA trial of Cuba’s lung cancer vaccine Cima-
vax-EGF. In 2016 the U.S. Health and Human Services signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing with Cuba’s Ministry of Public Health, laying the basis for collaboration such as 
this. In 2017 four Cuban doctors joined with the University of Illinois to work on Chicago’s 
high maternal and infant deaths. 

An April 21-22 snapshot of Covid-19 statistics comparing the City of Detroit population 
670,000 with Cuba, 11.3 million, gives ample reason to reach out for Cuban expertise. “With 
only 6 percent of Cuba’s  population, Detroit suffered 18 times more deaths,” said Cheryl 
LaBash, from the Miller Grove Block Club in Northwest Detroit. “Let’s try everything to 
save lives, now,” she ended.

For  interviews or more information, contact:
Isaac Saney (Canada) +1 902-449-4967; email: isaney@hotmail.com 
Sean O’Donoghue (Quebec/French) +1 514-721-4527; email: tableqccu@gmail.com
Cindy Domingo (US) +1206 856-0324 email: CindyDomingo@gmail.com
Alicia Jrapko (Spanish) +1 510-219-0092; correo electronico: ajrapko@yahoo.com

This campaign is a united effort between the U.S. based National Network on Cuba (NNOC.info),  
the Canadian Network on Cuba (.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca) and   

la Table de concertation de solidarité Québec-Cuba.
 

Find us on the web at SavingLives.US-CubaNormalization.org
Email: SavingLives@US-CubaNormalization.org

ENDORSERS (partial) 
(*org. for ID purposes)

Dr. Melissa Barber MD, 
ELAM Program Coordina-
tor, IFCO-Pastors for Peace 
Andrew D. Coates, MA, 
MD, FACP, Assistant 
Professor of Medicine and 
Psychiatry,  Albany Medi-
cal College* Past-president, 
Physicians for a National 
Health Program*
William Bronston MD, 
Chair Capital Chapter 
Physicians for a National 
Health Program.
Dr. Jontay Darko MD, 
(ELAM graduate)
Desta Ellis MD,  
(ELAM graduate)
Howard Erhman MD, 
Chicago
Dr. Margaret Flowers 
MD, Health over Profit, 
Washington DC
David McLanahan 
MD, Clinical Associate 
Professor of Surgery, 
Emeritus; and Coordi-
nator, PNHP-Western 
Washington Chapter*
Meryl Nass MD,  
Ellsworth, Maine 
Rael Nidess MD,  
Marshall, Texas
Dr. Maxine Orris MD, 
Medical Director Wyckoff 
Doctors, Bklyn NY  
Dr. Michael Oster-
holm, Director, Center of 
Infectious Disease Research 
and Policy, University of 
Minnesota*
Lewis E. Patrie MD, 
Asheville, N.C. 
Mary Louise Patterson 
MD, PNHP
George L. Pauk MD 
(ret), Phoenix, Ariz.
Robert Perlman MD, 
PhD Professor Emeritus, 
U. of Chicago. Author, Evo-
lution and Medicine, (In-
ternational Society for 
Evolutionary Medicine and 
Public Health*) 
Leni Reeves MD,  
Fresno, Calif.
E. Martin Schotz MD, 
Franklin Co., Mass.
Valentina Warner MD, 
Neighborcare Health*, 
Seattle, Wash.
Priscilla Zuniga, MD 
(ELAM graduate)
(full list posted at Sav-
ingLives.US-CubaNor-
malization.org)


